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Innovation
Shri Manaram Chaudhary (72) has developed an

early maturing and less water dependant variety of

onion through selection, which has become famous

across the northern states of Haryana, Delhi and

Rajasthan because of its good taste.

He has been practicing farming for the last fifty years

and cultivating onion for the last thirty-two years.

He lives in a joint family with his four brothers and

his children. He has around ten hectares of land,

taken care of by his sons, where wheat, bajra, guar

and onion are cultivated.  Manaram is also involved

in dairy business and has some cattle too.

Genesis
Sikar region has irrigation problems. Though he

owns three wells, still there is always shortage of

water for proper irrigation. Plagued by this problem,

he always used to try to devise experiments in

search of a variety that requires less water and can

survive the drought conditions that are prevalent in

the area.


his farm. He was very particular in selecting white

coloured onions, as their number was less in the

population. He tried these onions at his own home

and found them to be delicious in taste, but they

exhibited very less shelf life. He then preserved

some bulbs by drying then and sowed them in the

next season.

He observed that the plants from the white bulb

were early maturing and yielded well in comparison

to the crop from red coloured onion even under water

stress and low irrigation conditions.

Keeping this in mind while harvesting, he preferred

to keep the white coloured onion for seed to the

red/pinkish ones. He stabilised the characters over

a period of ten years (1983 to 1993) by performing

repeated selection. Once he was satisfied with the

yield stability of the variety and the drought resistant

characteristic of the variety, he named the variety

as Rashidpura onion.



The variety developed by Manaram is an early

maturing, less water dependent and is superior in

taste to other local varieties.

This variety is early maturing (110-115 days) as

compared to the normally cultivated varieties (125-

135 days) and has higher yield (40,000 kg bulbs

per hectare) than the commercially cultivated

varieties (25,000-30,000 kg per hectare).

The variety has attained wide popularity in the

northern states of Rajasthan, Delhi, Punjab and

Haryana for its taste. Deputy Director, Agriculture

(Extension), Sikar and ARS, Durgapur, Jaipur have

appreciated the variety developed by Manaram,

specially recognising the taste.
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