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Background
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regard to those who could do different things. He
Finally, in 2001 he met Subash Das at Nagaon and

thought this could happen only if one pays more
asked whether he could develop a machine that

Subhas Das has four brothers and a sister.  They

were very poor in early days. To help his father with

limited income from farming in running the seven-

member family, Das and his elder brothers left their

studies and worked in a hotel. He still lives in a

joint family with his parents and brothers.

Due to poverty, Subash Das’s father could not send

his children to school. However, they did learn read-

ing and writing on their own. At a very young age,

Subash Das was forced to work in a hotel as a

hotel boy. From childhood, he developed an atti-

tude of working fast with extreme efficiency. When

the owner of the hotel asked for some thing to be

done, he would do it immediately yet, he never re-

ceived any compliments either from the owner or

from the customers. This disheartened him a lot.

One of the hotel boys was a motorcycle mechanic.

One day this boy repaired a motorcycle of a cus-

tomer, and the customer was very happy and

praised him a lot. This incident struck Das.  He

realized that people would give more respect and


emphasis on technical innovations. From that day

onwards, he wished to become a mechanic.

Amlan Bhattacharjee, the co innovator of Badmin-

ton Stroke Practicing Machine, is from Tezpur town

of Sonitpur District of Assam. His family consists

of two brothers, two sisters and his parents. He is

the youngest of all.

Amlan Bhattacharjee was a badminton player and

had  represented the state of Assam. He completed

his graduation in science and joined National Insti-

tute of Sports (NIS) as a badminton coach.

Genesis
The idea to developed Badminton Stroke Practic-

ing Machine came to Amlan’s mind after a discus-

sion with his NIS batch mate. They thought that

automatic practicing machine is there for Cricket,

for Table tennis but not for Badminton. Though the

idea was there since 1999, he had no knowledge

and means to build the machine.


will drop badminton shuttle-corks automatically so

that a player could strike it with a racket without

having to pick up the cork every time. Since Mr.

Das always wanted to make new things, he took

this assignment as a challenge and after a lot of

trial and error he finally developed the present pro-

totype.

This machine drops shuttle-corks at regular inter-

vals and also spins it a little because of the circular

motion of the conveyor belt.

Problems faced
First he used elastic belt as a conveyor belt, but

that didn’t work as it slipped away from the pulley.

It was then replaced with a hard-belt and the prob-

lem got rectified.  In the beginning, people doubted

innovator’s ability and efficacy of the machine but

later on, they appreciated his efforts.

It is worth mentioning that Das had also developed

a small car run by scooter engine.  He sold the
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prototype to IITG a few years back.

His vision is to develop a machine for professional

players, which can throw shuttles at greater speed

and at eight different angles. His advice to future

innovators is:

Never ever give up. Always try to improve your think-
ing. Most importantly, whenever a new idea comes
to your mind make the prototype immediately.
Some other people may be thinking of the same
68

idea and if he develops the prototype first, you will
be the loser.
If you want to innovate something, go for it without
thinking about its result because without starting
you cannot achieve anything.
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